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The Balkan War is regarded as a very dark period in world history, with death, torture,
destruction, and displacement all being methods used to perpetuate violence against multiple
groups of people in the area. The Investigator: Demons of the Balkan War by Vladimír Dzuro
(hereafter referred to as The Investigator) is a chilling personal account of criminal
investigations of the perpetrators of the war that broke out in the former Yugoslavia. Dzuro,
initially an employee of the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) and later the
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), addresses the many
horrors of this war, spanning into fields beyond the adrenaline-rushing investigations, arrests,
and trials. He pays homage to those that are not typically in the public eye but whose work he
understands he would have had little success in his investigations without, which helps this
book to stand out from my perspective as a graduate student studying forensic anthropology.
The Investigator, initially published in Czech in 2017, was translated into an English
version which was published in 2019. The book is made up of ten main chapters, the first few
being arguably the most intense and captivating. Though the author uses informal language to
make the reader feel as though they are investigating alongside the author rather than reading
about it, Dzuro ensures that adequate history and crucial background information is included
all throughout the book to give proper context to the reader. As someone who has not done
significant research regarding the investigation portion and criminal trials of The Balkan War,
I did not feel as though I needed to do external research to keep up. As previously stated, the
author often uses casual language which certainly helps to keep such tough situations and
experiences light and digestible for those that are not used to reading about such horrific
experiences. Because this was initially written in Czech and translated into English, I found
some of the word choices (likely due to the translation) to be unfitting.
The first chapter, a massive 82 pages long, makes up the bulk of the book. This chapter
is highlighted not only by the experience and goals laid out by the author, but includes valuable
photographs and the work and struggles of the forensic process, including the work of forensic
anthropologists and forensic archaeologists in a mass grave site and an exhumation at Ovčara.
Dzuro heavily reflects on these processes but does not overstep as a non-forensic
anthropologist/archaeologist. During the height of atrocities, control of the media was assumed
in Serbia as a tool for propaganda in a further effort to achieve territorial goals in Croatia and
Bosnia. Because of this control, evidence of the atrocities occurring (such as photographic
evidence) was limited, adding a layer of difficulty to the investigation and forensic processes.
These types of struggles are a common theme throughout the book. I think that adding this
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provides relevant context into the investigation of war crimes and provides the reader, who
may or may not be knowledgeable about forensics or criminal investigations, with an idea of
why “justice” may look different than what is shown in the TV shows.
Following this, relevant context into Operation Little Flower was provided in chapters
2 and 3 and there was further discussion into the indictment, arrest, and trial of Slavko
Dokmanović. This was the first arrest made on the basis of a secret indictment and made the
ICTY become more legitimate and credible. These chapters are essential as they provide
behind-the-scenes information into the difficulties in capturing this particular man. This
section of the book really shows another layer of potential barriers associated with attempting
to move forward with legal proceedings, the first of which is finding the individuals and
securing them secretly. There is the added difficulty of keeping them safe from others and
from themselves; in a highly politicized war where the perpetrators are losing momentum,
there is the significant possibility of them being killed by citizens out of anger and of killing
themselves to avoid punishment. Valuable information is lost when a key player in war crimes
is killed, so keeping these people safe from harm’s way is crucial and difficult, as articulated
here.
Continuing with the theme of judicial proceedings as presented in Chapter 3, Chapters
4 and 5 touch on the indictment and trials of several more men accused of involvement in war
crimes. Like in Chapter 3, these chapters also discuss some of the unique difficulties in
arresting the accused: cooperation issues from local authorities, dangerous propaganda/media
reporting, safety concerns in a former/current war zone, and other difficulties regarding
apprehension. Chapter 5 highlights the process of witness questioning and the politicization
of the war and legal proceedings in the local public eye and the international eye. The
reliance on witness testimony in a convoluted situation where people were frightened and
physical evidence was destroyed or commingled made gathering pertinent, accurate
information incredibly difficult.
Not only do external forces as mentioned complicate things, but internal issues
within special operations/security units and growing pains with the creation of new
organizations occur often; this is articulated in Chapter 6 as well as other witness and
evidence-related strains. Yet again, the forensic process of a mass grave exhumation was
identified, this time with an added struggle being that it was a water well. Like before,
Dzuro is careful to not overstep his boundary being that he is not a forensic scientist. His
recount of the process was accurate, concise, and incredibly valuable for context. This helps
to lay down a foundation where researchers can identify needs for better or new methods
with regard to mass graves and war casualties.
Chapter 7 came in at a surprising four pages of text, which I found to be irksome. This
chapter is meant to emphasize the visit of Carla Del Ponte, Chief Prosecutor, to Eastern
Slovenia. While an important inclusion, I am not sure that it warrants having its own separate
chapter. Because Chapter 8 discusses the International Tribunal from the perspective of Dzuro,
who was the only Czech national, I think that the contents of Chapter 7 could have been
included here or in Chapter 10 (as elaborated upon later); doing so would have created a
smoother experience for the reader. In addition, the bulk of this chapter (8) consists of the
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experience of Anna Richterová, a war crime prosecutor. While relevant as Richterová was the
prosecutor and Dzuro was the investigator, I felt that this recount would have been better
suited as an addition in Chapter 10 with the other various personal reflections. The final two
chapters (9 and 10) work to wrap up the events of the book and attempt to leave the reader
with some kind of feeling of resolve, though trials are still ongoing for this issue so it is not
entirely over.
As stated previously, the first three chapters involving the forensic process and
dealing with Slavko Dokmanović are the most intense and make up just under half of the
book. From this high point, the book goes on a slightly downward trend in terms of alluring
personal content; the captivating personal stories as seen in the first portion are minimal
while the history and smaller-scale events are prevalent. I think that this is valuable in
showing that not all forensic/investigative efforts in a war crime situation are action-packed
like the TV shows, but this latter half of the book lacked the same touch that the first half
did. The chapters became incredibly short, with the shortest being just four pages long. After
powering through an 83-page first chapter and a 70-page sixth chapter, a four-page chapter
just seemed tired and it seems that the editing process should have worked to even that out
for a better reading experience throughout the entirety of the book. Overall, minus the
editing critiques and the translation concerns, the content of this book provides a unique
account of the process of pursuing justice in a dangerous and heavily politicized situation
and I believe that the style of this book is captivating to all types of audiences. This book is
truly written for all; it builds a bridge between those interested because of the CSI-effect
and, on the flip-side, those that are heavily invested and educated in the field of forensics
and criminal investigation.
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